The Graduation Project Portfolio

Overview

Your portfolio will consist of all approved forms and documents concerning your topic/essential question, mentor, paper, and product accountability. They include the following:

1. Cover Letter

2. Graduation Project Proposal Form

3. Essential Question Approval Form

4. Mentor Requirements/Verification Form

5. Product Work Log

6. Mentor Log

7. Clean copy of research paper

8. Letter to judges: reflection and self-evaluation

You will submit items #1-3 to your English teacher during your English III class, who will submit them to the Graduation Project Coordinator. The coordinator will submit them to the principal for final approval.

You will receive back all signed forms to include in your portfolio for the presentation and will hand all items above in a neatly organized portfolio to your head judge at that time.

The entire process begins with your essential Question!

Essential Question: 

Once you have selected and limited your topic, the essential question becomes the foundation for the entire graduation project- the question that you will ultimately answer through your research. The paper, product, and presentation all live and die with the quality of the essential question.

A good essential question… 

· Is clearly limited in scope; it sets boundaries on the breadth and depth of your research. If your topic is too broad, it will lack depth.

· Is open-ended; it asks what requires an involved, in depth response, not a simple answer. If the answer is obvious, throw away the question and try again.

· Is clear, direct, and precise; the essential question (interrogative) will become the declarative thesis of your research paper.

· Is evaluative in nature; you are not writing a research report. You are investigating an idea and presenting an interpretation of your findings, drawing conclusions from the data you researched. 

· Most good evaluative essential questions feature key words such as significance, impact, effect/affect, influence, importance, emergence, necessary, evolve/evolution, and change.

Examples of Essential Questions:

Weak- What is the history of the WNBA?

Better: What impact has women’s basketball had on professional sports in general?

NOTE:  Topics like this have been done repeatedly until they are tiresome for the judges.

Weak: What happened during D-Day invasion?

Better: Was the D-DAY invasion truly necessary for Allied victory?

Weak- How has the automobile evolved over time?

Better: How have the automobiles changed the lives of modern people?

Weak- What is quantum physics?

Better- How has quantum physics affected the entertainment aspect of people’s lives?

